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Drug Health Services – Health Beyond Research and Innovation Showcase  
 
Session Date:   Tuesday 5 September 2023 
Session Time:   11:00am – 1:30pm 
Venue:    Liverpool Education & Research Centre, Eastern Campus, Liverpool Hospital, Conference Room 1 and 2 
 

Time  Program Speaker 

11:00am Welcome Address Mick Rowles 

Chair: Dr Gilbert Whitton 

11:05am Young people and early intervention: The Street Universities model Joanne Bryant1 & Kieran Palmer2 
1School of Social Research, University of New South Wales, 
Australia & 2 Clinical Services Manager and Psychologist at Ted 
Noffs Foundation 

Scientific Session 1 - Improving Health  

Chair: Zubin Hiramanek| Co-Chair: Nizar Karime 

11:25am Effectiveness of buprenorphine depot treatment for former opioid dependent 
prison inmates – findings from a retrospective cohort 

Khumbulani Mlilo, Kaniz Fatema, Ricky Harjanto, Prakash 
Poudel, Gilbert Whitton 

11:30am What makes a ‘good’ AOD caseworker?: From the perspective of young 
people engaged with the Drug and Alcohol Youth Service  

Jennifer Morrison, Erika Grados-Bonner, Emily Deans 

11:35am Activity-based funding in drug health services – a local health district 
perspective  

Ciara Smyth, Kaniz Fatema, Brett Ross, Raquel Lowe, Gilbert 
Whitton, kylie valentine 

11:40am Comorbidity of problem gambling in South-Western Sydney substance use 
treatment population 

Ron Strauss, Benedict Osei Asibey, Gilbert Whitton, Elizabeth 
Conroy 

11:45am  Promoting oral health among people who access health care services for use 
of alcohol and other drugs: a scoping review 

Prakash Poudel, Ariana Kong, Stephanie Hocking, Gilbert 
Whitton, Ravi Srinivas, Wenche S. Borgnakke, Ajesh George 

11:50pm An evaluation of the content and readability of online alcohol and other drugs 
resources in New South Wales 

Amit Arora, Kritika Rana, Rebecca Amanda, Mick Rowles, 
Andrew Miles, Prakash Poudel, Gilbert Whitton 

11:55 Q&A with Presenters Scientific Session 1 presenters 

12:10 Intermission 

Scientific Session 2 - Reducing Harms  

Chair: Dominic Anthony | Co-Chair: Nizar Karime 
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12:15pm Discharge Against Medical Advice from Alcohol and Other Drugs Inpatient 
Withdrawal Management: A Systematic Review 

Iftikhar Ahmad, Benedict Osei Asibey, Elizabeth Conroy, Gilbert 
Whitton 

12:20pm Alcohol and Other Drugs Services for People from Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse Backgrounds in Southwestern Sydney: An Exploratory Study 

Arianne Reis, Kaniz Fatema, Julie Lenord, Soung Lee, Prakash 
Poudel, Gilbert Whitton, Lal Rawal 

12:25pm  Towards Hepatitis C Elimination- a Collaborative Integrative Approach in a 
SWSDHS Harm Reduction Setting 

Gary Keogh and Louise Murphy 

12:30pm Incidence and outcomes of admissions for gamma hydroxy-butyrate disorders 
before and after COVID-19 pandemic restrictions in South-Western Sydney 

Ricky Harjanto, Anton Du Toit, Sandro Sperandei, Richard 
Hallinan, Peter McCaul, Gilbert Whitton 

12:35pm Let's save 50 Alcohol & Other Drugs clients per year (from becoming an AIHW 
burden of disease data!) 

Ravina Raidu 

12:40pm Q&A with Presenters 

Take Home Message 

Scientific Session 2 presenters  

Gilbert Whitton 

12:55pm Closing Address Mick Rowles 

13:05pm Lunch and Networking Session 

 
 
 
 
 


