
RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2019

www.PosterPresentations.com

Q U I C K  S TA R T  G U I D E
(THIS SIDEBAR WILL NOT PRINT)

This PowerPoint template produces a 36"x48" presentation poster. You can use it to create 

your research poster by placing your title, subtitle, text, tables, charts and photos. 

and answer your poster production questions. For complete template tutorials, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the  HELP DESK tab.

To print your poster using our same-day professional printing service, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on "Order your poster".

This is a template for a 

presentation poster

36 inches tall

by

48 inches wide

Important: Check the template size
Before you start working on your poster and to 

avoid printing problems check that you have 

template for your poster presentation.

This template can also be printed at the following 

sizes without distortion and without any additional 

formatting:

30 tall x 40 wide

42 tall x 56 wide

48 tall x 64 wide

How to Zoom in and out

magnification to view comfortably. PowerPoint 

provides 2 ways to zoom: 

1. On the top menu bar click on the VIEW tab and 

that works best for you. 

2. 

the bottom right of the window.

Headers and text containers
Included in this template are commonly used 

section headers such as Abstract, Objectives, 

Methods, Results, etc. 

- Click inside a section header to add its text. 

- To add another header, click on edge of the 

-

expand to the the desired size.

If you run out of room, try to reduce the size of your fonts and/or the size of your 

graphics. If there is a lot of empty space try to increase your font sizes and the size of 

your graphics. The font used for references can be smaller.

Photos
You can add photos by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, or by 

going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by holding down the SHIFT 

key and dragging one of the white corner handles (dots). For a professional-

do not distort your images by stretching them disproportionally.

Quality check your graphics
Zoom in and look at your images at 100%-200% magnification. If they look clear, they will 

print well. 

https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-

research-poster-template-colors.html

QUICK START GUIDE
(THIS SIDEBAR WILL NOT PRINT)

You can change the overall template color theme by clicking on the 

COLORS dropdown menu under the DESIGN tab. You can see a 

tutorial here: https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-
research-poster-template-colors.html

to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. On the left side of your screen select the 

background master where you can change the template background, 

column sizes, etc. 

After you finish working on the SLIDE MASTER, it is important that you 

go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

You can manually change the configuration on the columns by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. You can delete columns, resize them or 

modify them as needed for your layout. 

You can see a tutorial here: https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-

to-change-the-column-configuration.html

The Quick Start Guides are 

outside the template’s printable 

area and they will not be on the 

printed poster. 

If you create a PDF file from your 

template, the guides will not be 

included.

To hide the guides click on the 

Home tab (top of the screen) and 

then click on the Layout button 

Choose the Without Guides 

layout.

You can preview your poster at 

any time by pressing the F5 key

screen what's on your poster and 

how it should look when printed. 

Press the ESC key 

F5

When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the "Order Your Poster" button. 

traveling and a variety of other materials. 

for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 

before noon (Pacific time) Monday-Friday, your order will ship out that 

same day. FedEx Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground 

services are offered. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.

© 2019

PosterPresentations.com

2117 Fourth Street ,

Berkeley CA 94710 USA

For complete tutorials visit:
https://www.posterpresentations.com/helpdesk.html

Ward rounds are essential to inpatient care; 
however, in high-pressure surgical environments 
they are frequently rushed or incomplete, resulting 
in omissions in key domains such as VTE 
prophylaxis, antibiotic planning, and fluid 
management (approximately 60%) [1]. Poor 
documentation and communication further 
contribute to preventable safety incidents [2]. These 
issues can be summarized using the acronym 
D.R.O.W.N: disorganisation, rushed assessments, 
omissions, weak communication, and no 
documentation. This study aimed to develop and 
evaluate a standardised ward-round checklist to 
improve thoroughness, documentation accuracy, 
communication, and efficiency. Compared with 
prior studies, this study includes a larger 
multicentre sample size, enhancing statistical power 
and improving the robustness and generalisability
of findings across surgical inpatient settings.

Background and Rationale

A total of 386 ward round entries (pre-checklist 202 vs post-
checklist 184) were included. Post-checklist, there was a 
statistically significant increase in all five evaluated domains 
(Fig. 2, Fig. 3), with no significant increase in mean 
consultation time per patient. Staff satisfaction also improved, 
with the structured ward round enhancing team-wide 
confidence by reinforcing clinical oversight, clarifying patient 
management, and aligning shared understanding of key issues 
for each patient.

Results

Conclusions
The checklist is a simple, low-cost intervention that 
significantly improved ward round compliance across all 
domains while maintaining efficiency, supporting broader 
implementation across multiple clinical disciplines to 
enhance inpatient care quality.
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From D.R.O.W.N to SWIM: A Multicentre Initiative for Surgical Ward Round Improvement

Methods

Figure 1: The SWIM checklist

Figure 2: Baseline completion rates by surgical ward round domain 

Figure 3: Strongest and weakness components for each domain  

A prospective multicentre pre–post interventional 
study was conducted across tertiary hospitals in 
Western Sydney. During a two-week pre-intervention 
phase, surgical ward rounds were observed and 
assessed across five domains: patient preparation, 
bedside assessment, diet and fluid management, 
documentation, and communication. Each domain 
had their own components targeting key aspects of 
ward round practice. Following baseline data 
collection, teams received education on a structured 
ward-round checklist (Fig. 1) with the domains and 
components, which was subsequently implemented 
into routine practice. Observations were repeated 
over a further two-week post-intervention period 
using the same assessment framework.

Discussion
The checklist improved ward round thoroughness without 
compromising efficiency. Its accessibility promoted 
multidisciplinary uptake while enhancing clinician confidence 
and situational awareness. However, patient-level outcomes 
were not assessed, and further studies are required to 
evaluate long-term clinical impact.
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