Implementing the Watch Me Grow Electronic
(WMG-E) digital developmental screener to identify
child developmental concerns in a hub based
preschool in South West Sydney
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BACKGROUND RESULTS

Fig 2. Change in developmental risk status across assessments (TO-baseline, T1-6 months post, T2-12 months post)
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Examine whether pairing WMG-E developmental screening Four key themes emerged from the thematic analysis:
with ‘hub supports’ improves longitudinal outcomes of * WMG-E identifies preschoolers at risk of delays
children attending an integrated preschool hub. * WMG-E supports flexible coordination of resource

allocation to maximise provision of support
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Figure 1. Flow of the WMG-E from child date of birth on entry (for age-appropriate screeners), through ‘Learn the program in full” in 2025 (44%)”

Signs Act Early’ survey and the Survey of Wellbeing of Children (if required). Risk scores were automatically
transmitted to the hub staff and parents receive anticipatory guidance on child development on completing WMG-E.

DISCUSSION

WMG-E was effective identifying developmental risk in children attending an integrated preschool hub.

Timely implementation of early interventions coupled with early educator led supports in preschool classrooms led to
improvements in longer-term developmental outcomes, particularly child language and social-emotional domains.

Staff used WMG-E results to guide efficiency in resource allocation to optimise supports in preschool classrooms.
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